A simple technique for thromboembolectomy of the upper limb.
Brachial emboli account for only 18% of arterial emboli and present as an uncommon emergency to surgeons. We have examined the route taken and probable outcome of arterial embolectomy of the upper limb in 31 cadaveric limbs using standard and Coude tipped embolectomy catheters. Using a standard embolectomy catheter, the larger of the two upper limb arteries was cannulated in only 42% of our series. However, using a 30 degree Coude tipped catheter, both radial and ulnar arteries could be cannulated in 87% of limbs, ensuring a more complete embolectomy without the need formally to expose the brachial artery bifurcation.